



demiology,	 nature,	 diagnosis	 and	 management	
of	 the	 pemphigus	 group	 and	 other	 bullous	 der-
matoses	 at	 University	 Department	 of	 Dermatol-
ogy	and	Venereology,	Zagreb	University	Hospital	
Center	and	School	of	Medicine,	it	was	wonderful	
to	 discover	 –	 from	 the	 oral	 presentation	 entitled	
“Bullöse	Dermatosen	2007”	held	by	Prof.	Michael	
Hertl	 in	Graz	(Austria)	at	 the	3rd	Derm	Akademie	
Graz,	 October	 20,	 2007	 –	 the	 beauty	 of	 the	 ex-
act	 molecular	 mechanism	 of	 the	 pathogenesis	












In	1982,	Stanley	et al. identified PV antigen in PV 
sera	as	glycosylated	130kDa	glycoprotein	(4);	lat-
er	 Hashimoto	 et al.	 showed	 epidermal	 extracts	
binding	 to	 130-kDa	 polypeptide	 (5);	 and	 in	 1984	











can	 cause	 suprabasilar	 acantholysis,	 a	 typical	
histologic	 finding	 in	PV.	Thus,	pemphigus	has	
been	 redefined	 as	 an	 antidesmoglein	 autoim-
mune	disease.
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PV	can	be	divided	into	2	subgroups:	the	muco-
sal	dominant	type	(anti-Dsg3	IgG)	with	minimal	
blister	 skin	 involvement,	 and	 the	 mucocutane-
ous	type	with	extensive	skin	blisters	and	muco-
sal	involvement	with	anti-Dsg3	and	anti-Dsg1	IgG	





with	 PV	 develop	 blisters.	 PF	 shares	 many	 fea-
tures	with	staphylococcal	 scaled	skin	syndrome	
(SSSS):	both	diseases	involve	only	the	skin,	have	
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